180                      Woman.

In some respects the women of Greece and Rome
were treated as they are at the present time in India.
In a speech delivered by an Athenian on his trial for
the murder of his wife's seducer, we gain an insight into
the customs that prevailed in Athens. He assures the
judge that whilst he treated her kindly, he did not allow
her to be master of his fortune, nor of her own actions.
After she became a mother, he placed more confidence
in her, and allowed her to go out of his house, unattended
by himself, to be present at the funeral ceremonies of
her mother-in-law. And it was on that occasion that
she was seen by her seducer, and induced to listen to
his proposals. Browne, in his work on their Civil Law,
says of the Romans that " wives were dismissed not only
for want of chastity, or for being of intolerable temper,
but for the slightest causes/' and further, that " they were
never considered to have attained the age of reason and
experience, but were condemned to the perpetual tute-
lage of parents, husband, and guardians." This passage
might have been taken from Manu.

According to the Dharma Sastra, generally accepted
as a divinely inspired book, " By a girl, or by a young
woman, or by a woman advanced in years, nothing must
be done, even in her own dwelling-place, according to
her mere pleasure. In childhood must a female be
dependent on her father, in youth on her husband, her
lord being dead, on her sons. A woman must never
seek independence." * The commentators add a few
words to provide for contingencies : " If she have no
sons she must be dependent on and subject to the near
kinsmen of her husband; if he have left no kinsmen,
on those of her father; or, if she have no paternal
kinsmen, on the sovereign."

* '' Dharma Sastra," chap. v. pp. 162, 163.